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Dear Creator Family,

2010 holds promise as each new year does, our
hopes are for a bright and prosperous future and times of
comfort and safety. I pray that for all of us the hopes will
come true, but that is all they are—hopes. We are creatures
of time and are called by God to live in the moment, in
fact that is all we can do! The moment is all we have
and we are given the blessed opportunity to do in it what
we can, and there lies our responsibility. New Year’s
resolutions are all well and good, but they are only hopes,
it is in the moment that we live and it is here—now—that we act.

It is important to note that worry, panic, fear, these emotions find their
energy in an unrealized future; remorse, regret, depression, these are rooted in a
stagnate and unchanging past. All we have and all we can do is act in the present
in response to what has happened—yes, and in preparation for what might come-
of course, but the emotion, energy and opportunity exists only now. The past is a
teacher, but each new moment is new information that will expand that teaching
and we choose how we will use that history. How we behave and act, the things
we do and how we treat each other is happening now and it is now that we will
promote love and compassion or fear and competition.

There are many opportunities and plans for our Parish life in 2010.
Each new moment carries in it the opportunity to sow the seeds of a bright and
prosperous future, but we must sow those seeds! Now! This moment is the time to
make the change! I hope that the future looks bright to you and that your plans are
pleasing to contemplate, but I pray that each moment you are filled with the love
of God and the overwhelming knowledge of the presence of Christ. And I pray that
in each moment, you live to the fullest and sow the seeds of love and compassion,
for when those seeds are sown, when the moment arrives, what a harvest we shall
have!

Peace to you in the name of Christ,
Fr. Bill+
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

VESTRY COMMISSIONING
Your new Vestry will be commissioned during the 10:30 service on January 10th. The Vestry will have just returned from the Vestry
Retreat and you will be praying for the work of the Vestry in 2010. We look forward to supporting our Vestry in the upcoming year.

MOVIE NIGHT AT CREATOR

Please join the Rector’s Bible Study on Monday, January 18, at 6:45 p.m. to view the movie, Expelled, staring Ben Stein. In the movie,
Ben Stein covers stories around the world exposing that educators and scientists are being ridiculed, denied tenure and even fired for
merely believing that there might be evidence of “design” in nature. Perhaps life is not just the result of accidental, random chance.
Rated PG. Please call Katherine Earls, 569-6023, if you have any questions.

1 Ef 1 ALTAR FLOWERS

; In the upcoming year, you will have the opportunity to make a contribution toward altar flowers in honor of or in
memory of a friend or loved one, to commemorate a special occasion, or simply to the glory of God. There is a
flower chart in the narthex on which you can sign up. Please choose a date on the chart and write your name and
dedication next to it. Your dedication will be noted in the bulletin on that date. Suggested contribution amount
is $25, which will go toward Creator’s flower fund. Checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the
church. Please note “Altar Flowers” on the memo line. The Altar guild is also in need of a small refrigerator
(college dorm size) for flowers used each Sunday. Contact Barbara Jennings is you can help.

RECYCLE MINISTRY

Ink Cartridges—We are providing a drop box for your used printer ink cartridges. The recycler will pay Creator up to $4 per cartridge
we recycle! Instead of tossing your used cartridges into the trash, toss them into our drop box and clean up the environment while you
help the Church. The drop box is located in the hall outside the office door.

NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENT

Any persons submitting information or announcements for the 7he Monthly Good News Letter, please submit all information to the
following email address - creatornews@comecast.net. This email account was set up solely for the Newsletter and I want to make
sure your information is collected and dissmenated. Also, please submit you information for publication by the 20th of each month. 1
want to be sure to get it out on time and it’s challenging to do that when information is submitted late. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

The poinsettias on the altar at Christmas were given to the Glory of God in loving memory
and in joyous thanksgiving for lives and witness of:

In memory of Irvin Westbrook. By the Boyd Family

In memory of Martha Hill Newell. By the Boyd Family

In memory of Francis Stuckey. By Pat Stuckey

In memory of John J. Mayo, Jr. By Katherine Earls

In memory of Katherine G. Davidson. By Katherine Earls

In honor of her Children and Grandchildren. By Sally Handorf

In memory of William Thomas & Edith Currey. By Eric & Chris Hudson
In memory of Wesley T. Meador, Jr. By Nancy Meador

In memory of Jean & Jack Jackson and Maudie & Bitsy Groover. By Patti Jackson, Richard, Jessi & Katy Groover
In memory of Jake Quilter, Ann & Wesley Williams, Jack & Anita Quilter, Tim Quilter. By Judy & John Quilter

In honor of their newest blessing, Grandson, Colin Quilter. By Judy & John Quilter

In memory of Paul & Mildred Burk. By the Burk Family
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THE HospritaLITY IMPERITIVE

Should we be friendly at St. Andrews—or hospitable?

In these times of challenge and change in mainline denominations
like the Presbyte-rian Church (USA), even healthy churches cannot
afford to do less than an excellent job in making both members and
newcomers feel welcome. It’s part of our call, as Christians, to

seek out and nurture disciples. Even children can—and should—be
part of the process. But the task involves more than giving a

visitor a stick-on name badge and a cup of coffee. It all starts with
friendliness, it’s true, but that friendliness needs to move quickly into
Biblical hospitality.

A friendly church and a hospit-able church are pretty much the
same thing, right? Well, not exactly. In fact, confusing friendliness
with hospitality in their congregational life is a mistake thousands
of congregations innocently make each week. Friendliness is
wonderful, and a good first step, but it is no guarantee that a faith
community will bear any remarkable signs of Biblical hospitality.
Consider these four points:

First, friendly churches welcome “visitors”. Think about standing as
a stranger in a crowd of people who feel at home in their church and
you are apt to feel a visceral distress, a perspiring sensation. That’s
because you are a visitor. Hospitable congregations adopt the lan-
guage of “guest” and “host.” Those two nouns are the linguistic
cornerstones of hospitality and they happen to be in keeping with

the ministry of Jesus, who himself was a peren-nial guest in others’
homes. St. Benedict said at his monastery, “Let all who enter here be
received as Christ.” A generous host will notice something of Christ
in the guest’s presence. And really, we all—long-time members as
well as first-time strangers—are guests in the house of the Lord in
terms of our character and identity.

Second, when true hospitality is present, an observer would see no
gap between host and guest. Each delights in the significance and
profound humanity of the other. Remember the Pentecost story in

Acts 2? The Spirit determined that the Gospel was not the exclusive
domain of the apostles—the privileged property of a few, with
everyone else looking in from the outside. Friendliness can turn into
“club-iness”. Church members who love their church often think of
it as a family. But what social system is tougher to break into than

a family? Hosts make a point of fluidly moving toward any person
in sight—members and newcomers alike—and initia-ting delightful
conversation in-volving friendship, Sunday joy, and basic human
interest. Hosts exhibit a deep appreciation of the other. They
also exhibit a sense of wonder about the other person, for a sense of
wonder keeps us from behaving as if we have other people figured
out.

Third, guests never come empty-handed. They bear certain unique
gifts. They come rich with experiences, questions, and deeply-

held meanings. A gracious host will awaken the gifts of a guest.
Congregational hospitality that is alive and well will always be more
eager to receive from a guest than to dispense or deliver something
to that guest.

Fourth, a gracious host will offer sacred space in which another
human being may flourish. Such a host will not ambush the guest.
As God reminds the Israelites in Exodus 23:9, “You shall not oppress
a stranger, for you know the feelings of a stranger, having yourselves
been strangers in the land of Egypt.”

Biblical hospitality is, first and last, a disposition. It is considered
to be one of the spiritual disciplines. It can be practiced by children
and adults alike. Hospitality is the predominant spirit of all who are
bent on being the creatures God desires them to be for others.

Excerpted from “The Hospiality Imperative,” by Peter W. Mart
Yale Divinity School Reflections, Fall 2009
Marty is Senior Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Davenport, IA.

MEETINGS & EVENTS

BOOK CLUB

The Women’s Book Group will meet on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 20, at 7 p.m. at the Target coffee shop on Bell Creek
Road. This month’s selection is Garden Spells by Sarah
Addison Allen. Please join us!

LADIES NIGHT OUT
Contact Jaye Body for information @ 746-1567.

MEN’S NIGHT OUT
Contact Charlie Woods for information @ 746-1068.

The Episcopal Church of the Creator

RECURRING MEETINGS IN THE PARRISH HALL

Lectio Divina - First Tuesday of each month (7 - 8 p.m.)

Boy Scouts - Tuesdays @ 7 p.m.

Eucharist & Healing Service - Wednesdays @ 6:15 p.m. &
6:45 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Saturdays @ 8 p.m.

Families Anonymous - Mondays @ 7 p.m.

Vestry Meeting - Second Thursday of each month @ 7 p.m.

Mechanicsville Bereaved Parents - Third Monday of each
month from 3 - 6 p.m.

Kairos Prison Ministry - Saturdays (Check with Bill Burk)

Drama Kids - Thursdays @ 4:30 p.m. (Sept. - June)
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BIRTHDAYS

2 Louise Lafoon 19
3 Olivia Thompson 21
4 Ginger White Fox, Sharon Warren = 23
5 Paul Marter 25
7 Chester Cousins, Danny Stillman 27
9 James Stillman 28
11 Phoebe Stillman 29
14 Virginia Cheatham Donovan 31

Grandon Atwood

Jessica & Lauren Aicholtz
Jacob Bragg

Sara Cheatham

Lee Barron

Hannah Ikenberry

Evan Hollins

Grinnell Gibson

Watch over tl’yeﬂ chilclren, O Lorél as their claﬂs increase;
bless and guicle them wherever they may be.
Strengthen them when tl—zeﬂ stané;

comfort them when cliscouragec{ or sorrowmcul;

raise them up if tl—\ey fall; and in their hearts

may they peace which Passeth unclers’cancling
abide all the c{ags of their lives;
L\_ﬂ tl’arough Jesus Chris’c our Lord, Amen. BCF 830
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